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County Agent’s Notes:

January 17, 2000

Master Gardener training to start soon.
By: Dr. Ernie Flint
Attala Master Gardener volunteers will have their first meeting at the Attala County
Extension Service office at the Fairgrounds on Monday January 31st at 6:00PM. This meeting
will serve two functions; a brief orientation to the Master Gardener program, and the first module
on Soil Fertility. Subsequent meetings will be on Monday and Thursday evenings at 6:00, with
make-up sessions as needed. I plan to conduct this first session; other agents and specialists will
come to our office to conduct several of the other sessions, with Donna Belich, Horticulture
Agent from Rankin Co. scheduled to cover Plant Propagagion, the subject of her graduate
research, on Thursday Feb 3rd. At this time, we have approximately 25 individuals who have
expressed a desire to be Master Gardeners, but we will accept about ten more in order to
accommodate as many interested people as possible. If you have not already submitted your
name as a Master Gardener volunteer, please call and do so before the first meeting. The cutoff
number for this first group will be 35.
Master Gardeners are volunteers who help county Extension agents reach a broader
audience than is possible with the regular staff. Volunteers are given 40 hours of intensive
horticulture training, and in return the individual pays $50 for materials and donates 40 hours of
their time assisting with programming in the county. Volunteer hours can be be completed in
developing and staffing garden exhibits, teaching horticulture at local schools, staffing plant

clinics, planting and maintaining demonstration areas, speaking to civic groups or garden clubs,
writing articles on gardening, or maintaining a web page on horticulture and/or gardening.
Master Gardeners receive the most up-to-date information available on Mississippi soils,
flowers, shrubs and trees, lawns, weeds, vegetables, plant propagation, fruits and nuts, plant
diseases, and insects. Other modules may be added according to interests of the group. Upon
completing the course work, the individual will be designated a Master Gardener Intern, and
after completing the volunteer hours a Master Gardener.
This may sound too intensive to some, but in many cases it will only add to knowledge
the individual already has. The overall goal of this program is to spread more information on
gardening throughout this area, resulting in a more beautiful and bountiful community for all of
us. The experience will be well worth your time and effort.

